What is remarkable about all the accounts that make up this book is the consistency of the experiences they describe. Despite emanating from very different parts of the European landmass and from cultures with very varied political and economic histories, most of them voice, to some extent or another, the experience of being torn by contradictory impulses. Indeed this is so marked a theme in this book that conflict would appear to be a defining characteristic of the semiperipheral condition. In general terms, it may perhaps be expressed as the dilemma between the urge to 'modernize' and become part of the hegemonic centre on the one hand, and a sense of loyalty to a traditional culture on the other. More specifically, it is manifested in these accounts by scholars' relationships with other members of the (local and international) academic community, in the decisions they take with regard to the publication of their work, the discourses they use and the values they espouse.
On the level of the system as a whole, the conflict could best be described in terms of centripetal and centrifugal forces (see Lillis and Curry 2010), the former encouraging assimilation with centre values and practices, the latter operating in the opposite direction, either in frank reaction or as a vestige of an earlier less centralized academic economy. The centripetal force might be conceived as analogous to the pull exerted by large cities in developing countries -an appropriate metaphor, given Becher's (1989 Becher's ( /2001 famous distinction between urban and rural disciplines, quoted by several of the authors in this volume. This urban centre (which thus represents not only the wealthy northern countries of the economic system, but also, in epistemological terms, the 'scientific' disciplines, which claim to be universal in their reach and neutral in their discourse, and which are transmitted Conclusion 241 primarily through English) is perceived by those in its hinterland as a site of wealth, glamour and prestige. Hence, the occupants of the traditional rural economy increasingly view themselves as backward, poor and uncosmopolitan, and there will be a tendency for depopulation as younger talents head for the bright lights.
The problem with such centralization, however, is that the overconcentration on a single pole creates imbalances that have negative repercussions on the system as a whole. In the academic economy as in the real one, the centre is dependent on its hinterland for sustenance; just as farming is needed to feed all those hungry mouths in the megalopolis, so the wealth-creating applied sciences need to be counterbalanced by an intellectual culture that gives attention to the ethical, aesthetic and symbolic needs of the population. It is the awareness of this that has given rise to the centrifugal forces at work in the system, sometimes imposed from above like the European Union's LEADER programmes, at other times emerging from grassroots initiatives. In all cases, the aim is simultaneously to channel knowledge from the centre to the less privileged regions on the semiperiphery, and to stimulate those regions to develop their own resources instead of automatically looking to the centre for guidance and inspiration.
Before attempting to assess the success of these initiatives, let us look in more detail at some of the centripetal and centrifugal forces that are at play on the semiperiphery of academic culture, according to the various authors that have contributed to this volume.
C.1 Centripetal forces
With the exception of the very tangible 'brain drain' mentioned by Negretti (Chapter 8) and Burgess (Chapter 5), perhaps the most compelling and widespread of the various centripetal forces described over the course of this book is the growing pressure upon semiperipheral researchers to publish in high-profile centre journals instead of in their traditional local or regional outlets. Indeed, many of the authors report that point systems are now being used in their countries to assess researchers' output, with 'International' or Anglophone publications inevitably worth more than national or non-English ones; and although the 'publish or perish' ethos is still less marked here than in centre institutions, career advancement and research funding are becoming increasingly dependent upon success in this domain.
While individual researchers usually experience this pressure as emanating from their own institutions, the true source of the thrust is
